
 
 
 

 Kindergarten Unit 1  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 

While exploring the rules of spoken language students will begin to develop phonological awareness, concepts of 
print, and build vocabulary.   
 

These Focus Standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards. 

 RI.K.4: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. * 

 RI.K.5:  Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.* 

 RI.K.6:  Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 

information in a text.* 

 RL.K.4:  Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.* 

 RL.K.5: Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems).* 

 RL.K.1(a,b,c,d):  With prompting and support , ask and answer questions about key details in a text.* 

 RF.K.1(a,b,c,d):  Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.* 

 RF.K.2: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).* 

 RF.K.2(a): Recognize and produce rhyming words.* 

 RF.K.3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. * 

 W.K.1: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a 

reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the 

topic or book (e.g., “My favorite book is . . .”). 

 SL.K.6:  Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.* 

 SL.K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts 

with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 SL.K.1(a): Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about 

the topics and texts under discussion). 

 L.K.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking.  

 L.K.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

kindergarten reading and content. * 

 L.K.5: With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings.  

 L.K.5(a): Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the 

categories represent. 

 

*These standards are introduced in Unit 1.  They should be taught throughout the school year. 

 

 

Understandings: (Anchors) 

 

Students read closely to determine what the 
texts says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; site specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text.  (Reading Anchor Standard 
1) 
 

Essential Questions:  

 

What do good readers do? 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Students will read and comprehend literary and 
information texts independently and 
proficiently.  (throughout the year) (Reading 
Anchor Standard 10) 
 

 

Students will know… 

 

 Understand spoken words, syllables, and 
sounds (RF.K.2) 

 establish the norms of conversation 
(collaborative conversations and 
rules)(SL.K.1, SL.K.1a) 

 what is a question (RI.K.4, RL.K.4 abcd) 
 people write for different reasons 

(entertain and inform) (RL.K.5) 

 texts have different formats based on 
the reason for writing (RL.K.5) 

 groups of letters make words (RF.K.2) 
 words are made of sounds (RF.K.2) 

 words that sound the same at the end 
are rhyming words(cat/sat) (RF.K.2a) 

 drawing, dictating, and writing words 
are all forms of writing (W.K.1) 

 an opinion is what someone thinks, 
everyone has their own opinion  (W.K.1) 

 conversation procedures (SL.K.1, 
SL.K.1a) 

 words can have more than one meaning 
(L.K.4, L.K.5) 

 objects can be put together based on 
similar characteristics (L.K.5a) 

 
  

Students will be able to… 

 

 break words apart into syllables, identify beginning and 
ending sounds (RF.K.2) 

 apply norms in a group/collaborative conversation(SL.K.1, 
SL.K.1a) 

 Ask and answer questions (RI.K.4, RL.K.4 abcd) 
 Ask and answer questions about unknown words (RI.K.4)  

 Identify the type of text (RL.K.5) 

 Differentiate between a letter and word, identify letters in 
a word(RF.K.2) 

 Decode simple words (RF.K.2) 

 Recognize and produce rhyming words (RF.K.2a) 

 Draw, dictate, or write (W.K.1) 
 State or write his/her opinion (W.K.1) 

 Explore word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings(L.K.4, L.K.5) 

 Sort objects in to categories(L.K.5a) 
 

  

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

 

There is no performance task for unit 1. 
 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Kindergarten Unit 2  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 

Students will retell stories while describing the beginning, middle, and end of a story as well as show understanding of 
the text as a whole.  
  

These Focus Standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards. 

 RL.K.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.  

 RL.K.1:  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  

 RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and expe riences of characters in 

familiar stories. 

 RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  

 RF.K.3:  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.  

 SL.K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts 

with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 SL.K.1(b): Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

 SL.K.3:  Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not 

understood.  

 SL.K.5:  Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional details.  

 W.K.3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked 

events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.  

 L.K.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

 L.K.2(a): Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun . 

 

Understandings: (Anchors) 

 

Students will determine central ideas or themes of 
a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas.  (Reading 
Anchor Standard 2) 
 
Students will analyze how and why individuals, 
events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text. (Reading Anchor Standard 3) 
 
Students will analyze structure of text, including 
how specific sentences, paragraphs, and large 
portions of the text relate to each other and the 
whole.  (Reading Anchor Standard 5) 
 
 
Students will read and comprehend literary and 
information texts independently and proficiently.  
(throughout the year) (Reading Anchor Standard 
10) 

 

Essential Questions: (Overall theme that relates to the 

Understandings and goals) 

 

How are the beginning, the middle, and the end of a story 
different from each other?  Why are they different? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
Students will know… 

 

 What are details/key details (RL.K.2) 

 Sequence Events (BME) (RL.K.2) 
 What are characters (RL.K.9) 

 Establish the norms of conversation 
(collaborative conversations and 
rules)(SL.K.1, SL.K.1a) 

 What is a narrative event (W.K.3) 
 What type of reactions can students have 

to writing/text(W.K.3) 

 When to apply capitalization to words 
(L.K.2, L.K.2a) 

 When to use punctuation (L.K.2) 
 Phonetic spelling of words (L.K.2)  

Students will be able to… (Skills) 

 

 Retell familiar stories , including key details (RL.K.2) 
 Compare and contrast adventures and experiences of 

characters  (RL.K.9) 

 Ask and answer questions using key details (RI.K.1) 

 Participate in a collaborative conversations (SL.K.1) 
 Participate in collaborative conversations through 

multiple exchanges (SL.K.1b) 

 Use draw/dictate/write narrative events in order, 
providing a reaction (W.K.3) 

 Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in writing 

(L.K. 2) 

 Use capital for first word in every sentence, the pronoun I  
(L.K.2a) 
 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 
   

See Assessment Task below. 
 

Other Evidence: 

 

 

Kindergarten UNIT 2 ASSESSMENT TASK  
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

Implied understandings- Concepts of print, key details, and convey an idea.  

Qualities demonstrated- Identify characters, sequence major events, different iate 

between beginning, middle, and end, retell a story.  

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: 3-column chart/graphic organizer to display beginning, middle, and end of 

a story. (Draw, write, dictate) 

 

 

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings? 
Evidence- character, event labeled in each of the 3 sections.  

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated?  

Rubric 



 
 
 

Kindergarten Unit 3  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 

Students will compare and contrast the characteristics of text within a collection of literary and informational texts.  
 

These Focus Standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards. 

 RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

 RL.K.7:  With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they 

appear.   

 RL.K.1:  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  

 RL.K.4: Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.  

 RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 

familiar stories. 

 RI.K.3:  With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces 

of information in a text. (introduction) 

 RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.  

 W.K.2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which 

they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.  

 L.K.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 
 L.K.1(d): Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 

 

Understandings: (Anchors)  

 

Students will draw evidence from literary or 
informational text to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. (Writing Anchor Standard 9) 
 
Students will analyze how two or more texts 
address similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. (Reading Anchor Standard 9) 
 
Students will read and comprehend literary and 
information texts independently and proficiently.  
(throughout the year) (Reading Anchor Standard 
10) 

Essential Questions: (Overall theme that relates to the Understandings 

and goals) 

 

Why is important for readers to compare and contrast the 
characteristics of various texts? 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Students will know…  

 

 Know characters, setting, and the 
difference between major and minor 
events (R.L.K.3) 

 How to use context clues and pictures to 
determine the meaning of unknown 
words (R.L.K4) 

 Understand and use question words 
(who, what, when, where, why) (L.K.1d, 
R.L.K.4)) 

Students will be able to… 

 

 Identify characters, setting, and major events(R.L.K.3) 

 Ask/answer questions about unknown words (R.L.K.4)  

 Compare and contrast adventures/experiences of 
characters(R.L.K.9) 

 Identify the main topic and retell key details  (RI.K.2) 

 Draw, dictate, write informative/explanatory text:  name 
what you are writing about and supply information (W.K.2)  

 Command of grammar and usage (L.K.1) 
 



 
 
 

 What does it mean to compare and 
contrast (R.L.K.9) 

 How to identify what an informational 
text is mostly about(RI.K.2) 

 What is informative/explanatory text 
(W.K.2) 

 How to focus on a single topic and 
providing details about that topic(W.K.2) 

 
 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 

Performance Tasks: 
 

There is no performance task for unit 3. 
 

Other Evidence: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Kindergarten Unit 4 

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of cause and effect while expanding their understanding of details in writing in 
research as well as applying the conventions of standard English.  
 

These Focus Standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards. 

 RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  

 W.K.7: Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite 

author and express opinions about them). 

 L.K.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

 L.K.1(f): Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.  

 L.K.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

 L.K.2(d): Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 

 L.K.6:  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, using reading and being read to, responding to 

texts.  

 SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide 

additional detail. 

 

Understandings: (Anchors) 

 

Students will analyze how two or more texts 
address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the approaches 
the authors take. (Reading Anchor Standard 9) 
 
Students will conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. (Writing Anchor 
Standard 7) 
 
Students will read and comprehend literary and 
information texts independently and 
proficiently.  (throughout the year) (Reading 
Anchor Standard 10) 

 

Essential Questions:  
 

 

How do good readers relate information in a text to distinguish 
cause and effect? 
 
How do good writer’s use information to answer questions?  

Students will know… 
 

 

 
 

Students will be able to… 
    

 Ask and answer questions about key detail (RI.K.1) 
 Participate in shared research and writing projects(picking 

something and giving opinion) (W.K.7) 

 Produce and expand complete sentences in shared 
language activities (L.K.1f) 

 



 
 
 

 Demonstrate command of conventions(grammar and 
usage) when writing and speaking (L.K. 1) 

 Demonstrate command of conventions (capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling) when writing (L.K.2) 

 Spell simple words phonetically (L.K.2d) 
 Describe familiar people, places, thing, and events 

providing additional details with prompting and support 
(SL.K.4) 

 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 
 

See Assessment Task below. 
 

Other Evidence: 

 

Kindergarten Unit 4 ASSESSMENT TASK 

 
What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

 Key details 

 Concept of print 

 Recognize cause and effect between events or ideas in a text 

 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: Students will complete a graphic organizer on a cause and effect 

relationship on a character from a story.  

 

 

Understandings: Students will understand cause and effect, key details in a text, and conventions of standard 

English.   

 

Goals: Students will analyze two or more texts and identify cause and effect.  

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understandings? 
A graphic organizer completed by each student during small group or whole instruction.   

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated?  

Rubric-list or illustrate a major event in story, identify main character, identify the change of the main 

character.   



 
 
 

Kindergarten Unit 5  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 

 

Students can compare and contrast both literary and informational texts while asking and answering questions about 
the text.  
 

These Focus Standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards. 

 RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

 RL.K.6:  With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 

telling the story.  

 RL.K.9: With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 

familiar stories. 

 RI.K.9: With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the 

same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

 RI.K.3:  With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 

pieces of information in a text.  

 RI.K.7:  With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which 

they appear (e.g. what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 

 W.K.6: With guidance and support, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including 

in collaboration with peers. 

 W.K.8: With guidance and support, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question. 

 W.K.5:  With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add 

details to strengthen writing as needed.  

 L.K.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 
 L.K.2(d): Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 

 

Understandings: (Anchors) 
 

Students will assess how point of view or 
purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  
(Reading Anchor 6) 
 
Students will read and comprehend literary and 
information texts independently and 
proficiently.  (Reading Anchor Standard 10) 
 

 

Essential Questions:  
 

How does an author’s purpose for writing change how we 
compare texts? 

 
 

 

Students will know…  

 
 
 

 
 

Students will be able to… 

 Identify characters, setting, and major events (RL.K.3) 

 Compare and contrast adventure and experiences of 
characters (RL.K9)  

 Identify basic similarities and differences between two 
text (RI.K.9) 

 Use digital tools to publish writing (collaborative) (W.K.6)  



 
 
 

 Recall information from experiences or gather information 
to answer questions (W.K.8) 

 Command of conventions:  capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing (L.K.2) 

 Spell simple words phonetically (L.K2d) 
 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 

 

There is no performance task for unit 5.  
 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Kindergarten Unit 6  

Stage 1- Desired Outcome  
Established Goals: (Standards) 

 

Students will begin to read and write independently with purpose and understanding while looking for meanings in 
unknown words while using numerous tools.  
 

These Focus Standards have been selected for the unit from the Common Core State Standards. 

 RF.K.4:  Fluency- Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

 RL.K.10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.  

 RI.K.9: With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same 

topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

 RI.K.8: With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text.  

 RF.K.4: Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

 W.K.5:  With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add 

details to strengthen writing as needed.  

 W.K.6: With guidance and support, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in 

collaboration with peers. 

 

Understandings: (Anchors) 
 
 

Students will interpret words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze 
how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  
(Reading Anchor Standard 4) 
 
Students will assess how point of view or purpose 
shapes the style of a text.  (Reading Anchor 
Standard 6) 
 
Students will read and comprehend literary and 
information texts independently and proficiently.  
(throughout the year) (Reading Anchor Standard 
10) 
 
Students will produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Writing Anchor Standard 4) 

 

Essential Questions: (Overall theme that relates to the 

Understandings and goals) 
 

How do independent readers and writers use inferencing skills to 
draw meaning, purpose, and understanding to convey ideas?  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Students will know… 

 
 
 

 

 

Students will be able to… (Skills) 
 

 Engage in group reading activities with purpose and 
understanding(RL.K.10) 

 Identify basic similarities and differences between two 
text (RI.K.9) 



 
 
 

 Identify reasons an author gives to support points in a text 
(RI.K.8) 

 Read emergent texts with purpose and understanding 
(RF.K.4) 

 Explore digital tools to produce and publish writing 
(collaboration w/peers) (W.K.6) 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple 
meaning words/phrases (L.K.4) 

 Use inflections and affixes as a clue to meaning on an 
unknown word (L.K.4b) 
 

Stage 2- Assessment Evidence 
Performance Tasks: 
 

See Assessment Task below. 
 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

Kindergarten Unit 6 ASSESSMENT TASK  

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task 

specifics? What qualit ies must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were 

met? 

 Concept of print  

 Conventions of Language  

 Analyze word choices 

 Describe using details 

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding? 

Task Overview: Write a narrative about something you have done, use sensory details to 

describe the event.  Example: I went camping. I roasted marshmallows. They were sticky 

and gooey. They tasted sweet. I like roasting marshmallows…  

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired 

understandings?  

A narrative piece or journal entry. 

 

Understandings: 

Students will :  

 Interpret words and phrases 

 produce clear and coherent writing  

 understand the purpose and how it shapes the style of text 

Goals: Student will read and write independently and with purpose and understanding.  


